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STATE NETBALL CENTRE 

252. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Treasurer: 

I refer to the answer that the parliamentary secretary gave yesterday to question without notice 232 regarding a 
state netball centre. 

(1) Did the parliamentary secretary provide any advice to the Treasurer to assist him in preparing an answer 
for him yesterday?  

(2) Did the parliamentary secretary make a statement at the Netball WA dinner on 5 September 2008 to the 
effect that, as I understand it, “We agree with the policy to build the state netball centre and, if elected 
tomorrow, will commence construction in the next term of office”?  

(3) Does the parliamentary secretary agree that this statement is a specific commitment to build a state 
netball centre during this term of government; and, if not, why not?  

(4) If no to (2), what does the parliamentary secretary believe he stated at the Netball WA dinner regarding 
the state netball centre? 

Ruling by President 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths): Hon Ken Travers has asked a four-part question of the parliamentary 
secretary. The question commences — 

I refer to the answer that the parliamentary secretary gave yesterday to question without notice 232 
regarding a state netball centre. 

(1) Did the parliamentary secretary provide any advice to the Treasurer to assist him in 
preparing an answer for him yesterday?  

Unless there are any strong arguments to the contrary, my view at this stage is that that question is in order. The 
balance of the question—that is, parts (2) to (4)—are not in order because they do not relate to the role of the 
parliamentary secretary representing the Treasurer.  

I think Hon Ken Travers wants to be heard on that issue, and I suspect the Leader of the House wants to be 
heard. If either member wants to make observations, I will consider them.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I wish to refer the President to the questions asked by Hon Peter Foss, when he in fact 
occupied this very seat, of Hon Graham Giffard. The question was taken as being in order at that time. The 
matters that I have asked about go directly to the knowledge of the member. They also go directly to the question 
that I asked him yesterday and whether the answer that he gave was accurate, and to his personal knowledge of 
these matters. The custom and practice of this house is that parliamentary secretaries can be asked questions 
along those lines. It is a very important matter for this house to be able to establish whether the member’s 
knowledge of the answer he gave yesterday was accurate and was reflected in the answer that he gave to the 
house.  

The PRESIDENT: Does any other member wish to be heard on this? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: This does need some clarification. My understanding is that parliamentary 
secretaries represent ministers in this house but are here only in a representative capacity. The tradition has been 
that they are not required to answer questions without notice on matters that are the responsibility of the minister 
whom they are representing. It seems to me that this question is clearly about the affairs of a minister, and it does 
not happen to be the parliamentary secretary. I would argue that questions without notice of parliamentary 
secretaries are something that this house has not entertained in the past and should not in the future.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: If I can make one further point—I make it very clear that the custom and practice of this 
house has always been that the answers that are given by members in this house are their answers. They are not 
the answers of members in the other place, they are their answers—and that includes parliamentary secretaries.  

The PRESIDENT: That point is clearly not relevant to the matter under consideration.  

Members, I have given a preliminary view on what I consider the position to be. Having listened to Hon Ken 
Travers and the Leader of the House, I propose to give the matter further consideration. I will give a ruling on 
the matter at the earliest opportunity. I think it is in the interests of members who are part of the Legislative 
Council as it is now constituted, those members who will continue and those members who will be new later in 
the year, to have something before them so that they can consider where they stand. I will leave it on that basis. 
The question will not be answered in today’s question time. I think I will need more than a couple of minutes to 
consider it, particularly in light of the proposition raised by Hon Ken Travers about questions asked by 
Hon Peter Foss of Hon Graham Giffard.  
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I have to tell members that I do not think I was paying any great attention to questions asked by Hon Peter Foss 
of Hon Graham Giffard because I had other responsibilities. Like any minister who has ever been asked a 
question in this house, when somebody gets up and addresses “a question without notice of which some notice 
has been given” to a parliamentary secretary, one just turns one’s mind off and relaxes for a few moments!  
 


